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From: Chris Lazarus <chrislazarus0505@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 11:30 PM 
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us 
Subject: Comment: please manage fish & wildlife to reflect values of ALL Oregonians 
 
Dear Commission: 
 
I am writing to ask you, when you draw up your ODFW budget, to please bear in mind 
the values of ALL Oregononians - not just those who "consume" wildlife (fishermen and 
hunters).  
 
There are many of us - most of the population-- who are not fishermen or hunters.  For 
us  wildlife (including fish) has value in and of itself.  Most of us want to be able to 
know that wildlife and fish are abundant and healthy and protected from cruelty and 
violence -- as opposed to those who "use/consume" wildlife for their own 
selfish desires.    
 
Protecting and restoring habitat for all fish and wildlife should be the cornerstone of 
ODFW in order to ensure abundant and healthy populations. The Habitat Division is an 
excellent thing - please expand it!  For the same reason ODFW's conservation 
program (including the Conservation Strategy) should also be expanded to help 
protect and aid in the recovery of species that are not hunted or fished. And the 
Conservation & Recreation Fund should be fully staffed. 
 
Humane treatment of wildlife and fish should be another cornerstone of ODFW if it is 
to reflect the values of all Oregonians (or at least the vast majority).  This would 
mean STOP funding of Federal Wildlife Services programs that result in the killing 
of wildlife using VERY cruel and non-specific means. Non-violent, non-lethal methods 
are in fact MORE effective for solving human-wildlife conflicts. 
 
Please put aside outdated concepts of managing our wildlife only for the benefit of 
hunters and fishermen (and ranchers).  Move forward to strategies that recognize the 
value that most Oregonians place on wildlife/fish. 
 
thank you, 
Chris Lazarus 
7521 N Leavitt Ave 
Portland 97203 

 
 
 
 
 



 
From: Louise <molallalouie@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, April 23, 2022 6:24 PM 
To: COMMISSION ODFW * ODFW <ODFW.COMMISSION@odfw.oregon.gov> 
Subject: Comments on proposed budget 
 
As a longtime Oregonian, I feel the ODFW's budget should reflect the values of all 
Oregonians, including Oregonians who do not hunt or fish but enjoy seeing animals 
in the wild and simply knowing they exist. The budget should emphasize protecting 
and restoring habitat for all species and ensuring Oregon's wildlife is treated 
humanely. 
 
Additionally, ODFW should have a wildlife coexistence program to address human-
wildlife conflicts in humane, nonlethal ways whenever possible. 
 
Also, ODFW's renewed Habitat Division, which focuses on protecting and restoring 
habitat for all fish and wildlife, is a positive step and should be expanded. 
 
And ODFW's conservation program, including the Conservation Strategy, should be 
expanded to recognize Oregon's growing interest in protection and recovery of 
animals that are not hunted or fished. For the same reason, ODFW's Conservation 
and Recreation Fund should be fully staffed. 
 
Last but not least, ODFW should stop funding the federal Wildlife Services program 
because it focuses too much on killing wildlife, often with cruel methods, as the 
solution to human-wildlife conflicts. 
 
Thank you, Louise Lopes 



 
 
 

May 6, 2022
 
 

 
Re: 2023-25 Budget for Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
Chair Wahl and Members of the Commission: 
 

The Oregon Wildlife Coalition (OWC) is a coalition of wildlife conservation organizations 
working proactively and collaboratively to advocate for policies that are science-based, humane, and 
reflect the state's conservation values.1 

 
Regarding the Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) budget for 2023-25, OWC encourages 

the Commission to recommend to the governor a budget that reflects the values of all Oregonians, 
including Oregonians who do not hunt or fish but enjoy seeing animals in the wild and simply knowing 
they exist. To that end, the budget should emphasize protecting and restoring habitat for all species, 
including non-game species, and ensuring that Oregon's wildlife is treated humanely. 

 
We also offer the following specific comments: 
 

● We support the proposed wildlife coexistence program to address human-wildlife conflicts in 
nonlethal ways whenever possible. 

 
● We support continuation and expansion of ODFW's renewed Habitat Division, which focuses on 

protecting and restoring habitat for all of Oregon’s fish and wildlife. 
 

● We support expansion of ODFW's conservation program, including the Conservation Strategy, to 
recognize Oregon's growing interest in protection and recovery of animals that are not hunted or 
fished. For the same reason, we support the proposed staffing of ODFW's Conservation and 
Recreation Fund. 
 

● We oppose continued funding for lethal control of wildlife through the federal Wildlife Services 
program in Oregon because the program focuses explicitly on killing wildlife as a response to 
human-wildlife conflicts, often with cruel methods, and does not adequately consider the use of 
non-lethal deterrence methods first.  

 
1 Members of the coalition are Cascadia Wildlands, Center for Biological Diversity, Defenders of 
Wildlife, Humane Society of the United States, Humane Voters Oregon, Oregon Wild, Portland 
Audubon and Western Environmental Law Center. Please see our website for more information. 

https://www.oregonwildlifecoalition.com/


 
Thank you for considering our comments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Brian Posewitz 
 
Brian Posewitz 
Director, Humane Voters Oregon 
For the Oregon Wildlife Coalition 
 

 

           

     
         


